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Affecding INSTANCES of DISTRESS. 


HE following interefting anecdotes are extraéted from 

the new novel of Rofalind de Tracey, juft publifhed 
by Mifs Tomlins.—They are fuppofed to have been related 
by the inmate of a lodging-houfe, in a narrow ftreet near 
Black-Friars, many years fince. 


* Ah! Madam, (faid the woman,) little can you imagine 

the flories one of thefe lodging-houfes can produce; and 
what Ihave, myfelf, feen pafs under my eyes in the courfe 
of a dozen years, that I have inhabited here.” She conti- 
nued her narration, which, though prolix, was not uninte- 
refting, and in which, therefore, I did not interrupt her. 
_“ Inthe garret, I very well remember,” fhe continued, 
“ adjoining to this, but a few years fince, lived, in the ex- 
tremeft penury, a reverend gentleman, old and feeble, with 
his daughter, who, though blind, was his fole attendant ; and 
when you know all, Madam,” fhe continued,’ I am fure 
you will excufe my mentioning what I faw of their hiftory, 
He was referved, and faid but little to his fellow lodgers, fo 
that we knew not much of him; a broad-brimmed hat, over 
bis perfectly white hair, and a long brown cloak, his ufual 
drefs, joined to fome aufterity of countenance, made him 
remarkable! whilft the fingular misfortune of his daughter’s 
blindnefs, in fuch mifery, made every one ready to give ler 
what little affiftance lay in their power. Lord help me! 
I little knew how very much they wanted it in eVery way; 
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until one day, as I happened to be at.a chandler’s fhop in 
this- neighbourhood, “theold gentleman himfelf came, and 
waiting ‘till it was nearly empty, taking up a three-penny 
loaf from the counter, told the mafler of the fhop he could 
not pay him for it now, but would in a few days; and he 
was putting it under his ‘cloak, whenthe vender roughly cry- 
ing out, ~ Put it down, put it down; I can’t truft, not I,’ 
(I think. I fee him now:;) his colour heightened a little, and 
without uttering a word, he meekly replaced the bread on the 
counter, and hemming away a figh, as I then thought for his 
daughter, without any remonftrance, left the fhop. 

I immediately hurried home, and mentioned this to a 
widow lady on the firft floor, who I knew to be very charita- 
ble, and who, indeed, from that time, took care he fhould be 
fupplied with neceffaries ; and, during an illnefs, which foon 
after attacked him, fent him frequently little niceties, fuch as 
fhe could command ; but in that room, Madam, and in that 
reduced fituation, a few months after, he died ; when, tot 
furprife of the neighbourhood, he was buried in the moft 
pompous manner: and a long paragraph appeared in the 
papers, announcing the death of the very learned and pious 
Dr. Zachary Williar ms, who was buried at the fapence otf 
ome nobleman, whofe name I have now forgotten.* 

To them fucceeded a family, a hufband and wife, with 
their fix children. He wrote as clerk to fome gentleman in 
the Temple; and his wife, by mantua-making, ‘and extreme 
ceconomy, fupported their young family, which was never 
two years without an addition ; with the moft unabated, or, 
indeed, inereafed affeétion for each other, they bore all the 
incony eniencies of fuch a fituation. 

* Yet the father of this family had been, once, I was cre- 
dibly- informed, in fome poft high under government, in the 
Eaft-Indies, and long ufed to all the luxuries there prevalent ; 
how he loft his poit, 1 never learnt; but only heard it was 
by fome flip of the pen,.fome indifcretion, as was thought, 
er fome writing againit government. . 

““ If this his mode of life, fo diftant from his former one, 
were extraordinary, it was not more fo than his remaining 
hiftory, of the truth of which, Madam, I can affure you. 


His 


* See Bofweil’s Life of Johnfon, 4to edit. vol.i. He is there 
called Mr. Zachariah Williams. Thecircumitances of his poverty, 
here related, are unexaggerated and authentic. His blind daugh- 
ter was the Mifs Williams who. was fo many years benevolently 
protected by Dr. Johnfon. 





His W 
left a 
when 
Eaft ] 


an ac: 
ee ur 


the } 
Char! 
the p 
who 
his n 
taugh 
fhe p 


love 
é 


ereat 
him, 


direé 
“ 


whi 
whe 
his i 
evel 
yea 
fud 
ther 
eacl 
this 


_— 







































THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 143 


His wife he had married fince his return to England, but had 
left a fon abroad, of whom he had not for many years heard ; 
when he learnt, from one of his fellow clerks, that a young 
Eaft Indian of his name, and much refembling him, was at 
an academy in London. 

* Thither he went, and, as it chanced, was admitted by 
the young man himfelf, of whom he enquired, if one 
Charles Greaves was not there? the lad declared himfelf 
the perfon, and was immediately recognifed by his parent, 
who no fooner made himfelf known to him than he fell on 
his neck, in a rapture of filial afe&tion; for he had been 
taught to love and reverence him by his mother, who, though 
fhe praétifed not European morality,*cherifhed the fondeft 
love for her child and its parent. 

* On his arrival in England, he had fought his father with 
great afliduity, but ina line too high ever to have met with 
him, without the interpofition of that Providence which had 
dire&ted his father thither. 

“Mr. G. I remember, returned loaded with prefents, 
which relieved the family from much of their diftrefs; and 
when the young man, on the death of his mother, went to 
his native ae he fent frequent remittances to England, 
even afier the death of his father, which happened in a few 
years, to his widow and children ; ; but thefe flopping on a 
fudden, they concluded their friend to be dead; and being 
then grown up, were better able to provide for th emfelves, or 

each other ; ; and are now fcattered over different parts of 


this great town.” 





Remarkable Inflances of Literary Fecundity. 





E have had fome curious inftances of literary fecun- 

dity. Lope de Vega, whofe entire days feem to 

have been devoted to compofition, without many hours given 
to reading, or what is equally neceflary, to the correétion of 
his own produétions, did not rival the indefatigable powers 
of Father Macedo, a Portuguefe Jefuit, not without celebrity 
in hisday. The Portugueie biographer counts 109 different 
works of this author; and, indeed, one cannot refrain from 
a {mile at the good old man himfelt, who, - one of his later 
works, boafts of his havi ng del livered 1 in public, 53 panegy- 
rics, 60 Latin eflay s, and 32 funeral enlogiums; and that 
115¢ pitaphs, 
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210 odes, 3000 epigrams, 4 Latin plays ; and that he had 
(being gifted with the talent of an improvifatore) delivered 
more than 150,000 verfes extempore ! 

It’ is fufhciently obvious, that Father Macedo was the 
prince of impertinent writers ; and that he was one of thofe 
whofe unhappy induftry produces a moft barren fertility. 
What is, however, not lefs fingular in our Jefuit, was, that 
having written a treatife againft Cardinal Norris, onthe fub- 
jeét of the monkery of St. Auftin, it was thought neceflary 
to decree filence to both parties. Macedo, compelled to 
relinquifh the pen, refolved to fhew the world that he did not 
confider himfelf as vanquifhed, and fent his adverfary a 
challenge! He proceeded according to the regulations of 
chivalry ; and appointed a place of rendezvous in the wood 
of Boulogne. Another ediét forbade the duel. Macedo 
complained that it was hard, not to fuffer him, forthe fake of 
St. Auftin, for whom he had a particular efteem, to fpill 
neither his ink, nor his blood ! 

One may judge of his tafte by his “ Origin of the In- 
quifition.”” That humane and divine tribunal he difcovers 
to have been in the terreftrial paradife. He pretends to 
prove, that God was the firft who began the funétions of an 
inquifitor, and that he exercifed his power over Cain, and 
the workmen of Babel. Macedo obtained a profeffor’s 
chair at Padua, for having given, during eight days, at Ve- 
nice, fome famous arguments againft the Pope, which were 
publithed by the title of “ The Literary Roarings of the 
Lion at St. Mark ;” alluding to the lion whofe mouth is 
now clofed. 





ACCOUNT of the ISLAND of MALTA. 


MITTING the geographical deferption of Malta, 

which may be found in any common {ketch of geo- 
graphy, we may notice that it was formerly little better than 
a barren rock, having hardly any depth of earth, fcarce 
capable of producing any other grain except cummin, its 
chief produce being figs, melons, honey, and cotton, which 
the inhabitants exchanged for corn: And in this barren ftate 
it feems to have continued, till it came into the poffeflion of 
the Knights of Malta. It laboured likewife under great 
{carcity of water and fuel ; upon all which accounts it was 
till that time but thinly inhabited, there being only about 
thirty or forty boroughs or villages {cattered about, and ne 
city, 
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city, except the capital of its name, and the town and fort of 
St. Angelo, which defended the port : The whole number of 
its inhabitants fcarcely amounted to twelve thoufand men, 
women and children included, and the greateh part of them 
very indigent. In,a word, it was fo barren, poor, and un- 
inviting, that when the Emperor Charles V. offered it to the 
Knights of Rhodes, after their being driven out of that 
ifland, their Commiffaries, fent to take an exatt view of it, 
brought back fuch a difcouraging account, that they could 
hardly be prevailed upon to accept his offer. 

The improvements muft confequently have been great, 
for at prefent Malta has four confiderable towns, furrounded 
with ftout walls, and other fortifications, viz. Valetta, 
Vecchia, St. Angelo, and St. Michael, all of them well in- 
habited, and in a thriving condition: The poor hamlets have 
grown into populous villages, the old villages, into confider- 
able boroughs or towns, well built and inhabited; and the 
ground is every where fo well cultivated, as to be able to 
fupply the inhabitants with plenty of all neceffaries. The 
ports and havens on the coaft have likewife received their re- 
{pettive improvements, as the whole ifland every where is fo 
ftrongly fortified, that it has been able to refift and baffle all 
the power and efforts of the Ottoman power. 

Indeed, its having proved fuch an effeftual bulwark to 
Chriftianity, or what formerly paffed under that name, has 
been chiefly owing to the fingular bravery and zeal of the 
Knights, who {pared neither pains nor coft to render this new 
fettlement impregnable. They likewife added not a little to 
its ftrength by training up the inhabitants to their martial 
difcipline, fo as to be ready to appear in arms upon any 


invafion. As far back as 1632, they were found to amount 


to fifty-one thoufand feven hundred and fifty, exclufive of 
the Knights of the Order. And when Brydone was there 
in 1770, the land force of Malta was equal to the number of 
men in the ifland fit to bear arms. They had about five 
hundred regulars belonging to the fhips of war. Their fea 
force confifted of four galleys, three galleons, four fhips of 
fixty guns, and a frigate of thirty-fix, befide a number of 
{wift-failing little veflels, called /campavias, literally run- 
aways. Their fhips, galleys and fortifications, are not only 
well fupplied with excellent artillery, but they have like- 
wife invented a kind of ordnance of their own, unknown to 
all the world befide. Not only the rocks are cut into forti- 
fications, but likewife into artillery to defend thofe fortifica- 
tions ; being hollowed out in many places into the form of 
immen{e 
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unmenfe mortars. The charge is faid to be about a barrel of 
gunpowder, over which they place a large piece of wood 
made exaéily to fit the mouth of the chamber. On this 
they heap a great quantity of cannon-balls, fhells, and other 
deadly materials; and when an enemy’s fhip approaches the 
harbour, they firethe whole into the air; and they pretend it 
produces a very great effeft, making a fhower for two or 
three hundred yards round that would fink any veffel. 

The natives are very robuft and healthy, nowithftanding 
the exceflive heat occafioned by the refraétion of the fun’s 
rays from fuch high rocks as cover the ifland ; but thofe are 
fo wel] refrefhed by the wefterly and north-wefterly winds, 
which commonly blow during the beft part of the afternoon, 
that the inhabitants are little incommoded by them, and even 
Strangers eafily accuftom themfelves tothe climate. There 
are no rivers in the ifland, but here and there fome excellent 
{prings of frefh water, and, when thefe fail, the people are 
forced to dig wells in the rock ; but their cities are mot 
commonly fuppled by rain water, which tltey preferve in 
cifterns. 

The city of Malta, or the ancient city, has not much in it 
worthy of notice. Valetta is the principal city, and took 
its name from John de Valetta, who caufed it to be rebuilt 
zinmediately after it had been almoft ruined by the ‘Turks ; 1: 
3s built upona rocky ground, high and craggy, fo that the 
ftreets are very unplealant and uneven, though otherwife 
ftrait and large. The handfomett is that which reaches from 
Caftle St. Elmo, to the royal gate, about a mile in length. 
It is reckoned a very ftrong place altogether, not only onac- 
count of its advantageous fituation, but much more for the 
flout walls flanked with baftions, and other modern works, 
added to it occafionally, at different times, by the Grand 
Mafters of the Order. The country about the city abounds 
with delightful gardens, produétive of all manner of fruits, 
flowers, and herbage, and kept in excellent order by dint of 
labour and induflry. One in particular, called Bofcheta, 
belonging to the Grand Matter, fituate on an eminence on 
the weit fide of the city, exhibits a great variety of orange, 
jemon, citron, pomegranate, olive, peach, neétarine, and 
other fruit trees. One part of this delicious {pot is made 
into a warren, and breeds a great quantity of hares and 
rabbits; another, planted with olives, abounds with ftags 
aud deer. The whole is finely variegated with {prings, 
cafcades, and other water-works, and adorned with a molt 
ately polace, stots aperiments gee magoifcratly Squier. 
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Tn this city are feven churches, the moft confiderable of 
which isthe cathedral, dedicated to St. John, the patron of 
the order, whofe right hand they pretend to fhow as a moft 
valuable relic. Here are likewife, befides' the Grand 
Mafter’s palace, feven others, commonly called by the 
Knights, 6orgia, and by the French, auberges, or inns, as 
they were at their firft inftitution, but are fince ftyled, more 
commonly, courts or palaces, defigned for the feven nations 
er tongues, of which their order at prefent confifts; they 
had formerly an eighth, which was called that of An age 
terra, or England, but this has been abolifhed fince the ref 
mation. ‘The names of the others are Provence, Ruveauie. 
France, Italy, Arragon, Germany, and Spain or Caftile : 
Each has its great hall, where they hold their national 
councils, before they meet in the great hall, where the Grand 
Mafter is chofen, and every important point relating to the 
community difcuffed and determined. 

The Grand Mafter always refides in this city ; his palace 
is a moft iimptoons edifice, by far the largeft and moft mag- 
nificent in the whole ifland ; and here is held the general 
chapter or affembly of the Knights of the Firft Order, or, as 
they are ftyled, the Knights of the Great Crofs. Near the 
caftle St. Elmo, 1s a very noble hofpital, in which every fick 


perfon has a feparate room, within a fpacious hall, thirty 
— wide, and ten in breadth. ‘There are twenty-five of 
thefe chambers on each fide of the hall, divided by a wide 


ov , which runs through it from end to end. The fick 
are lodged in the moft commodious manner, and not only at- 
tended by phyficians and furgeons, but feryved by the 
Knights themfelves, though all of them perfons of the 
greateft rank and quality. All the plates, difhes, and fpoons 
are made of iver’: and there are four phyficians who 
regularly vifit them every morning and evening: But it 
mutt be confeffed, that the Maltefe Knights have greatly de- 
generated from their firft inftitution, and have given them- 
felves more to luxury, gallantry, and other modifh vices, 
than to the obfervance of the awe praétice of the 
canons of theirorder. With refpeét to the hofpital, though 
they have quite relaxed from that ancient hurnility and con- 
defcenfion in performing ig the loweft offices to thoie patients, 
yet they ftill take care - that they fhall be attended with the 
fame care and diligence | by perfons of a lower rank. 

Near the Grand Mafter’s palace, is a large market-place, 
where all manner of provifions are bought and fold in great 
abundance, ‘This market is kept every day, and in fummer 
when 
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when the heat is exceffive, begins feveral hours before fun 
rife: But the greater part of the corn and other provifions is 
brought thither from Sicily, Sardinia and Corfica, befide 
what is got by the prizes they make upon the Turks, and 
other enemies at fea. 

At the entranceinto the bay, are two large rocks, which 
advance into the fea over againft Valetta, liketwo fingers of 
a hand: On the point of one of which flands the town and 
caftle of St. Angelo, and on the other that called Vittoriofa, 
both ftrongly fortified. The former had very ftrong out- 
works, arfenals, magazines, a palace, and apartments tor the 
Knights, and an hofpital for failors ; but was almoft totally 
ruined by the Turksin 1565. Since which period it is in- 
habited but by a handful of people, moftly belonging tothe 
dock where the gallies are built, and where the commander 
of them has a houfe not far from the water fide. 

The other, which ftands farther in, called Vittoriofa, from 
the fiege it maintained againft the Turks, was built by one of 
the Grand Mafters, foon after the Order had taken pofleffion 
of the ifland, and is ftill very well fortified. It is about a 
mile and a half in compafs, and is moftly inhabited by 
Maltefe natives and mariners. The town and harbour of 
St. Michael, commonly called the Sangle Ifland, from one 
of the Grand Mafters of the Order, who caufed it to be 
built, in 1560, is only parted from the land by adeep ditch. 
It is about a league in compafs, and well fortified after the 
modern manner, chiefly inhabited by the corfairs of th: 
order, who are fent to cruife againft the Turks. Between 
this port and that of St. Angelo is another, to which all the 
corfairs and gallies come to anchor with their prizes and 
plunder. This port may be fhut up by means of a flrong 
chain, and here the ftandard of the city and caille are dii- 
played, when any galley or other veffel fails into the 
harbour. 

This ifland was never noted for any natural rarities worth 
notice, if we except the cave or grotto where St. Paul and 
his company took fhelter from the rains, when the viper 
faltened on his arm. There is upon the {pot a church, on 
the altar-piece of which is a curious painting, reprefenting 
the apoftle’s fhaking off the viper, fuirrounded with men, 
women, and children, in attitudes of admiration and furprife, 

and in the old Maltefe garb, and the whole very well 
executed. Our readers will probably recolleét that Mr. 
Welt feleGted the fame iubjeét for the altar-piece of Green 
wich Hofpital-chapel. 
9 The 
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The moft fingular rarity we read of in this ifland, is a 
fpot at fome finall diftance from the village and church of St. 
Matthew, where there ftood formerly a little church, which 
fuddenly difappeared, whether blown up or funk in the 
ground by fome {mall earthquake, is uncertain, but in its 
place is now to be feen only a large hollow or precipice, 
between forty and fifty fathom deep, and about five hundred 
yards in circumference; but the moft furprifing circum- 
fiance of all is, that the bottom of it is an orchard, pro- 
ducing fruit-trees and vegetables. 

Though the foil of the ifland is naturally ftony and barren, 
yet when pains have been taken to cultivate and enrich it, 
what grows upon it is exquifite to a high degree, either for 
tafte or flavour. The flowers and aromatic herbs yield a 
moft odoriferous {mell, ‘the fruits a moft delicate flavour. 
Their cotton, which grows upon fhrubs, not above two feet 
high, is reckoned the fineft inthe world. The grapes, both 
white and red, are as large as plumbs, with a thick fkin, of a 
delicate tafte. The wine made of them is ftrong and 
{piritous, but in finall quantity, becaufe the greater part of 
them is fent to market, and eaten frefh or dried. Th 
{carcity of fuel is fuch, that the olive wood brought hither 


from Sicily , Alicant, &c. is fold by the pound ; the com- 


mon fort ufe either dyed cow-dung, or wild thiftles, to drefs 


their meat, heat their ovens, and warm their apartments in 
cold weather. 

The natives, both men and women, are dreffed in the 
Sicilian fafhion. The women are not tall, but haridfome, 
{prightly, and witty. Shy and modcft in outward appear. 
ance, yet not remarkable for chaftity, and extremely given 
to jealoufy and revenge. In the hot weather moft of the 
women wear no other clothing than {mocks and flippers 
within their houfes, but thefe are commonly fo long that they 
and fume of them are wrought and 
flowered with filk, gold, and filver; but when they go 
abroad, they throw their long veils over them, and moft 
commonly wear linen drawers under them. They drefs 
their heads with variety of ornaments, chiefly by the plaiting 
and curling their hair in different forms, and raifing it high 
abovetheir foreheads. But their greateft pride when they go 
abroad is to have a handfome, or even numerous retinue of 
fervants and women flaves. 

The men are ftout and warlike, very {paring and moderate 
in their diet. In confequence of their temperance and 
conftant labour, they live to a great age, but are extreme} 


VoL. XXXII, Z jealous 


come below their ancles, 





ae ae eee 


es 
coveted 


ital ad - 


a ns 








150 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


jealous and miftruftful, vindittive and treacherous ; info. 
much that for a flight injury or affront, they frequently 
affaffinate one another, which however is feverely punifhed 
by the Grand Mafter. 

The laft particular we fhall notice of this people, is upon 
the authority of Mr. Brydone, that duelling is permitted by 
law. As their whole eftablifhment was originally founded 
on the wild and romantic principles of chivalry, they have 
ever found it too inconfiftent with thofe principles to abolith 
duelling ; but they have laid it under fuch reftriétions as 
greatly to reduce its danger. ‘Thefe are curious enough. 
The duellifts are obliged to decide their quarrel in one par- 
ticular ftreet of the city ; and if they prefume to fight any 
where elfe, they are liable to the rigour of the law. But 
what is not lefs fingular, and much more in their favour, they 
are obliged, under the moft fevere penalties, to put up their 
fword, when ordered fo to do, by a woman, a prieft, or a 
Knight. 

The above is, we believe, a tolerably accurate account of 
a place, of which the Fre ich took poffeffion on the 11th of 
July, 1798, without meeting with any material refiftanc 
w hether from treachery or cowardice is not certainly known. 





Extraés from “ A Journal of Occurrences at the Temple 
during the Confi nement of Louzs XV. is oa jut publijhed 
by M, "Cle ry, the King’s Valet-d eC) hambre 


Ce 


(Continued. from Page 135.) 
HE faithful Clery pent relates a number of indignities 
wantonly practifed by the perfons appointed to “guard 
the unfortunate Royal Family of France. We have already 
given an account of a number fully fufficient to prove, that 
the perfons concer: ned were completely devoid of huma- 
nity, and took a delight in adding to the diftrefs of thofe 
whofe misfortunes were great enough to excite the moft ge- 
neral commiferation. We fhall now proceed to the more 
interefting part of his narrative, that which relates to the 
trial and execution of a King whofe condué& under misfor- 
tune was truly dignified and refpectable. 
~ Their Majefties, for three months that they had now 
been fhut up uz the Tower had been accuftomed to the fight 
Only of municipal officers, when on the tftof November, 2 
deputation from the National Convention was announced te 
them. 
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them. This deputation confifted of Drouct, the poft-mafter 
at Varennes, Chabot, formerly a capuchin, Dubois-Crance, 
Duprat, and two others whofe names I do not recolleét. 
The Royal Family, and particularly the Queen, fhuddered 
with herror at the fight of Drouet, who infolently feated 
himfelf by her: Chabot, following his example, alfo took a 
chair. They afked the King how he was treated, and if he 
was fupplied with neceflaries. I complain of nothing,’ 
replied his Majefty, * and only requeft that the committee 
will fupply my valet de chambre with 2900 livres, or leave 
it with the council, to defray the {mall current expences, and 
that we may have fome linen and other cloaths, of which we 
are in the greateft need.’ The deputies promifed it fhould 
be attended to, but nothing was fent. j 

‘ Some days after, the King caught a great cold in his 
head, on which I requefted that M. Dubois, his Majefty’s 
dentift, might be fent for. It was debated for three days, 
and at laft refufed. A fever coming on, his Majefty was 
permitted to confult M. le Monnier, his chief phyfician. 
It would be difficult to paint the grief of this venerable old 
man when he faw his mafter. 

The Queen and her children never left the King during 
the day, waited upon him with me, and often aflifted me to 
make his bed. At night, I fat up alone with his Majefty. 
M. le Monnier caine twice a day, accompanied by a great 
number of municipal officers: He was fearched, and not 
permitted to {peak but in a loud voice. Once when the 
King had taken medicine, M. le Monnier begged to ftay 
fome hours with him: As he continued ftanding, while the 
municipal officers were fitting with their hats on, his Majefty 
afked him to take a chair, which he refufed through refpeét, 
at which the Commiflioners loudly murmured, The King 
continues d ill ten days. 

Soon after, the young Prince, who flept in his Majefty’s 
cham ber, and whom the officers ; would not confent to have 
removed to the Queen’s, jane a cold, which was attended 
with fever. The Queen was the more anxious about it, as 
fhe could not obtain permiffion, although fhe ufed the moft 
fervent entreaties, to be all night with her fon. During the 
time fhe was allowed to be with him fhe attended him wit! 


the moft affeétionate care The Queen afterwards caught 
the fame diforder, and fo di 1 Madame Royale and Madame 


Elizabeth. M, le Munaies was fuffered to continue his 
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I fell ill in my turn. . My room was damp, and with. 
out a fire- place, and the little air I breathed in it was con- 
fined by the flanting fkreen at the window. I was attacked 
with a rheumatic fever, and great pain in the fide, that forced 
me to keep my bed. I got up the firft morning to wait 
upon the King, but his Majefty, fecing the ftate I was in, 
would not fuffer it, but ordered me to go to bed, and drefled 
the Dauphin himfelf. 

* During the firfl day the Dauphin fcarcely ever left me; 
he brought me all that I drank. At night, the King took an 
opportunity, when he was leaft obferved, to come into my 
room: He made me take a glafs of cooling liquor, and faid 
to me, with a kindnefs that brought tears into my eyes, 

* I with I could attend you myfelt, but you know how we 
are watched: Keep up your fpirits; to-morrow you will 
fee my phyfician.’ At fupper time, the Royal Family came 
into my room, and Madame Elizabeth, unperceived by the 
municipal officer, gave me a {mall bottle of linftus. Though 
fhe had a violent cold, fhe deprived herfelf of the medicine 
to give it to me: I wifhed to have declined it, but fhe in- 
fified upon my taking it. After fupper, the Queen un- 
drefled the Prince, and put him to bed, and Madame Eliza- 
beth rolled the King’s hair. 

The next morning, M. le Monnier ordered me to be 
blooded, but the confent of the commune was neceffary foi 
the admiflion of afurgeon. They talked of removing me to 
the Palace in the Temple; but fearing I fhould never be 
permitted to return to the Tower, if once I went out of it, 
I excufed myfelf from the bleeding, and even pretended to 
be better. At night, we had new municipal officers, and no- 
th in ¢ more was faid about removing me. 

Tusgi afked if he might fit up with me at night, which 
he and his two comrades were allowed to do, and they took 
itin turn. I was fix days confined to my bed, and the Royal 
Family came to fee me every day. Madame Elizabeth often 
brought me medicines which fhe ordered as for herfelf. So 
many kind attentions greatly recruited my ftrength; and 
inftead of feeling painI had very foon only to feel gratitude 
and admiration. Who but would have been affeéted at feeing 
tinis s augult family in a mz inner fufpending the reme *mbrance 
of their own protraéted miferies,to attend the fick bed of one 


of their fervants! 
Here I muft not forget to relate an ation of the Dau- 
phin’s, which proves how great was the goodnefs of his 


heart, 
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heart, and how he profited by the example of virtue which 
he had continually before his eyes. 

One evening, after putting him to bed, I withdrew to 
give place for the Queen and Princeffes, who went to kifs 
him, and wifh him good night in his bed. Madame Eliza- 
beth, who had been prevented from fpeaking to me by the 
watchfulnefs of the municipal officers, took that time to put 
into his hand’ a little box of ipecacuanha lozenges, defiring 
him to give it to me when I came back. The Queen and 
Princefles went up to their apartments, the King retired to 
his clofet, and I took my fupper. It was eleven o’clock 
before I went back tothe King’s chamber to turn down his 
Majefty’s bed: I was alone, and the Prince called me ina 
low voice: I was much furprized to find him awake, and 
fearing he was ill, afked what was the matter. ‘ Nothing,’ 
faidhe, “ only my aunt left mea little box for you, and 
I would not go to fleep before I gave it you ; Iam glad you 
are come, for my eyes have been already fhut feveral times.’ 
The tears came into mine, he perceived it, and kiffed me, and 
in two minutes was faft afleep. 

‘ To this fenfibility the Prince added a great many attrac- 
tions, and all the amiable qualities of his age. He would 
often by his arch fimplicity, the livelinefs of his difpofition, 
and his little frolics, make his auguft parents forget their 
mournful fituation; yet he felt it himfelf: He knew, young 
as he was, that he was in a prifon, and that he was watched 
by enemies. His words and aétions had affumed that cir- 
cumfpeétion which inftin@ prompts pormnge at every age 
under circumftances of danger. I never heard him fpeak 
either of the Thuilleries, or of Verfailles, or of any objeG 
that could recall to the King or Queen a painful recolleétion. 
If he faw a municipal officer more civil than his colleagues 
coming, away he ran to the Queen 1n hafte to tell her of it, 
faying, with his countenance full of fatisfa€tion :— 

Mamma, it is Mr. Such-a-one to-day.’ 

One day, he kept his eyes fixed upon a municipal 
officer, whom he faid he recolleéted: The man afked him 
where ‘he had feen him, but the P rince refufed to anfwer 
then leaning over to the Queen, * It was,’ faid he to her 1 ina 
low voice, © in our journey to Varennes.’ 

The following anecdote affords another proof of his 
fenfibility.—There was a flone-cutter employed in making 
holes at the antechamber door to admit enormous bolts ; the 
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fon’s hands, and fhowed him how to handle them. He ufed 
em for fome minutes. The workman, moved at feeing the 


King fo employed, faid to his Majeity :—* When you go 
out of this Tower you will be able to fay that you had 
worked yourfelf at your own prifon..— Ah!’ replied the 
King, °© when and how fhall I go out ?’—The Dauphin burtt 
suas sgine, and the King, letting fall the mallet and chifel, 
returned to his room, where he walked about haiflily and in 
£reat ag citation, 
(To be continued,) 





Sketch of the Life of the late Mr. Benjamin Donne, of 
2.3 
Bri ifiol ‘e 


‘R. BENJAMIN DONNE, was a native of Bideford, 
I inthe county of Devon. His father was an eminent 
{choolmafter in that town ; and had three fons, Abraham, 
Benjamin, and George. The eldeft was avery ingenious 
young man, and had the honour to inftruit the Rev. and pious 
Mr. James Hervey, author of the “ Meditations and Con- 
templations,”’ in the mathematics. He died of a confump- 
tion, in 1742 ; and his funeral fe rmon was pré ached by Mr. 
Hervey, from Philippians 1. 21. ~ To me to live is Chrift, 
and todie is gain.” Mr. Benjamin Donne fucceeded | his 
father in the academy at Bideford; and in 1758, pri _ 
volume of “ Mathematical Effays,”’ in Svo. intended a 
introduétion to a courfe of mathematics. In many he 
encaged ina furvey of Devonthire, which was completed, 
on a large {cale, in 1763, and tor which he received the firit 
premium of 100]. given by the Society for promoting Arts, 
Manufattures, and Commerce. 

About this time he was invited to Briftol by feveral emi- 
nent merchants, and was appointed librarian of the city 
library, then jult inftituted in King-ftreet. In 1765, he 
printed his “ Accountant and Geometrician,” 8vo. H« 
had in the library-houfe at Briftol a very flourifhing aca- 
demy ; but it is fuppofed that the teftirhony which he gave 
vour of Jonathan Britain, who was executed for forgery, 
sriftol, in 1773, offended fome of his friends, and oc- 
cafioned his being difmiffed from the librarianfhip, and the 
declenfion of his fchool. ‘That unfortunate man had been 
Mr. Donne’s ufher. In 1771, he printed an “ Epitome of 
fatural ind Experimental Philofophy,”’ 12mo. This 1s 

an analyfis of the author’s lectures, which he read, 


6 Witih 





an 
an 











tos be @P <t Fin me mete, & ie 


> 


nz 
hi 

















4 
—- 





THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 





Til 


with great reputation, during {chool vacations, ai Briftol and 
} 


in its neighbourhocd. 

In 1774, he printed a valuable fet of tables for nautical 
purpofes, ‘inden the title of “ The Britifh Mariner’s 
Affiftant,’ 8vo. This was followed by “ Effays on Tri- 
gonometry,” in 1777, 8vo. Befides thefe performances, he 
publifhed a plan ot Briftol; a map of the country elevea 
miles round that city ; a panorganon and analemma, two in- 
ftruments defigned as fubflitutes for the globes ; an improved 
navigation fcale; a large map = the wetter: 1 circuit, &e2 
&c. This laft he inferibed to e Marqu: s of Sah fbury : 
who, in confequence of it, bes Mr. Donne under his - 
tronage ; and on the death of Dr. Anthony Shepherd, 
1776, gave himthe place of Mafter of Mechanics to his 
Majefty, the falary of which is 200]l.a year. He died 
May 27, 1798 

No man, perhaps, ever ftruggled through more difficulties 
than Mr. Donne ; and yet he was generally eafy, cheerful, 
and contented. His difpofition was moft liberal ; and he 
was ever ready to extend his hand tothe affiftance of. others, 
even to his own difadvantage. He poffeffed a ftrong and acute 
underftanding. His knowledge was very various and exten- 
five; and his qui ilifications as a teacher were never furpafled. 
His mathematical and philofophical talents were of the firf 
rate.’ His modefty bordered, in a great degree, upon 
difiidence ; and though he was qualified to rank with the 


he was content with a 


greateft mathematicians of the age, 
lower ftation. Through lite he was: an ufeful member of 
fociety ; amanof ftriét virtue; and, what isof higher con- 
fideration, he was a pein. He had three children, two 
fons and adaughter: The eldeftis a clergyman of the efia- 


blifhed church, and vicar of Cranborne, in Don te fhire. 
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SINGULAR CLERICAL CHARACTER 
PN an ob{cure village of the province of Beira, there 


ive 

inthe reign of Jon Il. King of Serie 7 a : for 
named Fernandes de Mendoza, a man greatly beloved fon 
his piety and fimplicity of manners, which, with an extenfive 
knowledge of the canon law, made his name known at court, 
though he never had the honour to pay his refpects there. 
He was far advanced in years, when he rece 
from the’ prime minifler, congratulating him on his prefei 


ment toa yacant bilhopric, winch bis .via 
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him to fill. Fernandes, though extremely indigent, ex- 
preffed the greateft uneafinefs at this unexpected honour, or 
rather burden as he confidered it ; and with all due fenfe of 
gratitude exhorted his Majefly, in the moft fupplicant lan- 
guage, to make fome other choice. His letter concludes 
with thefe words : “* I am unable, Sire, to perform the im- 
portant rites of that facred office, being an entire ftranger to 
the relative duties of the paftor and the flock. From my 
youth I have been the inhabitant of a cloifter, and to be 
drawn from thence and interrupted in my meditation in the 
decline of life and abilities, when my feeble ftate demands 
repofe, will make me the moft miferable of mortals; there- 
fore I befeech your Majefty, in the name of all that is 
facred, to permit an infirm old man to die in peace in his 
humble cel].’”’ The King, after repeated folicitations, at 
length acceded to his prayers. 

The relatives of the friar, however, were much grieved at 
his refufing the proffered dignity ; alleging that he had fruf- 
trated their hopes of having a tomb in their parifh church on 
which pofterity might read, Here les the Mojt Reverend 
Father in God the Bifhop of ——— of the family of the 
Mendozas.—In place of thatinfcription, faid Fernandes, let 
the following be put on my tomb, and it will not difhonour 
your family : Here lies poor Friar Mendoza, who refused 
@ mitre, 





An ANECDOTE. 


EON, Ambaffador from Byzantium, ftood up one day 

to addrefs the Athenians. This man’s perfonal appear- 
ance was of the moft unfavourable kind; yet he poflefied 
much of that wit and prefence of mind fo highly pleafing to 
the Athenians. At fight of him, they burft into fuch violent 
fits of laughter, that Leon could fearcely obtain a moment’s 
filence. At length he faid: “* What would you fay then, 
did you but fee my wife ? She hardly reaches to my knees. 
Yet, little as we are, when we difagree, the city of Byzan- 
tium is not large enoughto hold us.’’ This pleafantry was fo 
fuccefsful, that the Athenians immediately granted the fuc- 
cours he came to folicit. Such is the dependence one can 
have upon a mob-government ! 


9 Anfuer, 
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dAnfwer, by Reclufe, of Yeoul, to Oedipus’s Query, inferted 
April 24,1797. 


Am well convinced, that no deleterious quality can be im. 

bibed by the feed of wheat being immerfed, as direéted 

by Mr. Wyborn (fo as to affe& its future produce,) ina folu- 

tion of arfenic, or any cauftic alkali. Mr. Wyborn’s report 

tothe Bath and Weft of England Society for the Encourage- 

ment ot Agriculture, &c. &c. is fufficient to warrant its uti- 
lity and fafety. His words are thefe : 

“* My experience tells me a folution of arfenic is a fafe, 
clean, and cheap remedy againft the fmut of wheat, princi- 
pal confiderations with a praétical farmer.’’ He fays, that 
the danger of ufing it has been advanced, and therefore com- 
bats common prejudice in thefe words. 

“ Are mercury, antimony, opium, and bark, the bafis of 
the materia medica, to give place to powder of poft, becaufe 
in injudicious hands they have produced the worft confe- 
quences? and are their prefcribers therefore to be accufed of 
wanting common fenfe?”’? Surely not. 

“ Herculean difeafes require Herculean remedies. The 
folution of arfenic has not been ufed only on an acre or two 
of land, by way of experiment, but on hundreds of acres, tu 
theentire fatisfaétion of myfelf and other farmers that have 
ufed it; and they may reft affured (provided the corn be 
fown within 24 hours after immerfion), that no danger will 
arife to the feed, although it may have been many hours in the 
water, and no lime ufed.”’ 





Anfwer, by Paul Ninnis, Junior, of St. Agnes, te Theecri- 
tus’s Rebus, inferted June 4, 


RURO’s the Cornifh town you mean, 
In which moft pleafing fights I’ve feeu’ 
(i We have received the like anfwer from T. Bullock. 
of St. Columb; T. Stick,of.St. Dennis; and R. Withe- 
combe, jun. and G. Hazel, of Barnftaple. 





Anfwer, by Reclufe, of Yeoul, to Fuvenile’s Charade,in- 
Serted May 28, 


ET others praife th’ lofty maid, 
Who paints to feem more fair ; 


Vou. XXXII 2A Grant 
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Grant me Eliza's love I faid, 
Make her, ye gods! your care. 
Whofe mind is as th’ dove’s ferene, 
Not like a FIRE-BRAND; 


To her with joy I fhall be feen, 
To give my heart and hand. 





+*+ We have received the like anfwer from W. Bickham, 


jun. of Afhburton; W. Rennels, of Barnftaple; Laffer, 


of Bodmin; and E. Tapley, of Exeter. 





A CHARADE, éy W. Hoare, of Dean Prior. 


\ X T Fare enjoined in the page divine, 
To approach my firft with reverential awe ; 


Great God avert my next! My heart incline 
To keep the precept of thy holy law: 

If you thefe parts judicioufly conneét, 

A noted fatyrift you will dete&. 





A CHARADE, by 7. French, of Afiburion. 


: IEW, my Delia, yonder concourfe 
On the facred church-yard ground, 
Surely there’s a fellow-mortal 
Struck beneath the tyrant’s frown. 


Solemn fcene for our infpeétion, 
Tears creates from ev'ry eye, 
Sorrow make his dul! appearance, 
Upon ev'ry ftander by. 
Horror thrills thro’ all the vitals 
Of the feeling, tender mind ; 
“ Duft to duit” the rite pronounces, 
When my firft to earth refigns. 
. 


Sad proceffion ! home proceeding, 
With the friendly aid that’s grv'n 
With my fecond, lo! the widow 
Trufteth to the care of Heaven. 
Sifter kingdom! what tranfafliions, 
Thou’ it experienc’d thro’ my whole ; 
Murder, rapine, and deftruétion, 


~ we 
Reisn’d fuperior to controul. 


‘9 POETRY. 
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On a FRENCH INVASION. 


EE Gallia! fluth’d with vi&tory, rears 
Falfe freedom’s ftandard on her ftrand ; 
To cruh her pride no foe appears, 
' Save England’s free- born, gen'rous band ; 
England! whofe fhores with ocean lin’d, 
Defies a hoftile world combin'd. 


What tho’ by numbers fore’d to yield, 
Italia fhrinks at Gallia’s will, 

Quits to their arms th’ enfanguin’d field, 
And lofes all her Raphael’s fkill ; 

Gives up her treafures, arts, renown, 

And inly weeps her glory gone. 


Near to this little rock of fame, 

Their haplefs courfe they dare not urge ; 
For trembling at the Britifh name, 

They fear tocrofs the foaming furge ; 
Our bulwarks ruling o’er the main 
Form an impenetrable chain. 


Impell’d by fate to meet their doom, 
Them fhould the fav’ring blaft befriend, 

And under midnight’s deepeft gloom, 
Prefs onward to Britannia’s land : 

The day they touch this fea-girt fhore, 

Their glory falls to rife no more. 


Britain’s brave fons difdain to yield, 
And Heaven confirms the high decree, 

That on the blood-ftain’d, tented field, 
Or on the wide-extended fea, 

Vidtory is their’s; noequal foe 

But fhrinks from Britain’s manly blow. 


See how the generous ardour runs ; 
Danger and fear alike unknown; 
And Albion fmiles to fee her fons, 
Unite to guard her George’s throne; 
Firm as the rocks that line her fhore ; 
Fiee as the waves that round them roar. 


NICHOLAS CARRINGTON, 
Firft Company of Volunteers, Plymauth-Dock. 
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LINES o SUMMER. 


OW fmiling fpring her lovely courfé has run, 
N See fummer comes! the offspring of the fun ; 
With radiant brightnefs fee that orb arife, 
And with its glory fill the éaitern fries ; 
Early Aurora’s car with golden ray 
He fires, and boldly mounts the aerial way ; 
At his adwance the fhort<liv’d-fhades of night 
Quickly difperfe, and fly before his fight ; 
The varied charms of nature now unfolds, 
And decks each mountain’s top with fluid gold ; 
All nature fmiles at his reviving ray, 
And warbling fongiters hail the infant day ; 
Each grove and wood with melody refound, 
And fky-larks mounting f{pread the tidings round. 
Early each morn the raftics bend their way 
Thro’ fields and.plains to toil the long-liv’d day ; 
While fervent fun-beams parch the chirfty earth, 
*Mid faltry heat the {wains are fill’d with mirth 5 
And in full glee, equipp’d with fork and rake, 
Both young and old are pleas’d the hay to make, 
Whofe {weet perfume is wafted on the gale, 
And fills with odour every plain and vale. 
When Sol,. bright orb! doth in the weft defcend, 
Then to their cots the haneit peafants bend, 
There to partake their homely evening fare, 
With minds content, free fromambitious care ; 
And when reclin’d, {weet flumbers clofe their eyes, 
“Till the cock’s clarion gives the hour to rife, 
Then leave their homes, and to the fields repair, 
And tafte the fragrance of the morning air ; 
‘Their wonted toil they eagerly purfue 
Thro’ flowery plains, befpangled with the dew ; 
With vigour bleis’d, freth ftrength their nerves refume, 
And in each face the rofe of health doth bloom. 
_Lo! now what glorious profpects ftrike the fight, 
Elate each heart with rapture and delight, 
To fee the fields and plains bedeck’d around 
With the full earof yellow harveit crown’d. 
Do thou, Oh God ! deign ftill on us to finile, 
And crown with plenty this our favour’d ifle! 
And grant that war’s difeordant din may ceale, 
And blefs mankind with everlatting peace ! 
May every heart in grateful concert move 
In praife to Thee, Great Parent! God of Love! 
Exon, Fuly 28, 1798+ P. GOVE. 
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From the Perfian, by Sir William Fones. 


N parent knee, anaked new-born child, 
Weeping thoa fat’ft while all around thee fmil’d; 

So live, that {inking in thy laft long fleep, 
Calm thou may’it imile, whilit all around thee weep. 












